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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS commissioN RECEIVED
Washington, D.C. 20554

MAY 12 1993

In the Matter of ) FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
) ICE OF THE SECRETARY
Amendment of Section 25.131 of ) CC Docket No. 93-23
of the Commission’s Rules and ) RM-7931
Regulations to Eliminate the Licensing )
Requirement for Certain International )
Receive-Only Earth Stations )
COMMENTS OF PANAMSAT, L.P.

PanAmSat, L.P. (“PanAmSat”) hereby files comments in response to the

Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in this proceeding, FCC 93-89 (Mar. 8,
1993) (“NPRM").

The NPRM proposes to eliminate the licensing requirement for international
receive-only earth stations in the fixed-satellite service, with the exception of “satellite
terminal stations.” PanAmSat supports this proposal as it applies to earth stations that
do not communicate with Intelsat satellites. For reasons that are stated below, however,
the proposal as it applies to earth stations that do communicate with Intelsat satellites
should be addressed only in the context of a more comprehensive proceeding.

L DISCUSSION

On May 12, 1992, PanAmSat filed a Petition requesting that the Commission
address issues concerning Comsat comprehensively in a new or reopened Comsat
Structure proceeding. See CC Docket No. 80-634. The instant proceeding is but one of a
number of pending and recently-concluded proceedings that implicate fundamental
Comsat-related issues that should be addressed in the context of the omnibus
proceeding that PanAmSat has requested.

The Commission recently granted Comsat a broad waiver authorizing it to
provide “value-added” maritime services without observing structural separation
requirements. FCC 93-79 (March 2, 1993). The waiver is subject to the requirement that
Comsat propose, and the Common Carrier Bureau approve, additional accounting
safeguards for segregating Comsat’s jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional expenses. Id.
Comsat already is providing SeaMail service to its customers on a non-separated bsis,
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I CONCLUSION

For the reasons stated herein, the Commission should: (1) eliminate the licensing
requirement for international receive-only earth stations in the fixed satellite service that
do communicate with Intelsat satellites; and (2) address the issue of licensing for
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